
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Alex Walker 
awalker@montcoantihunger.org 
215-648-2189 ext. 701 

 
Federal Inaction Freezes SNAP Support for Montco’s Most Vulnerable Families 
$12M in benefits for 63,000 county residents on hold due to government shutdown 

 
Lansdale, PA – Approximately 63,000 Montgomery County residents  will not receive 
scheduled Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits starting the 
first week of November unless the federal government shutdown ends or other 
funding is authorized. 
 
On October 17, the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services announced that it 
cannot issue November SNAP benefits due to the ongoing government shutdown. 
 
“This is cruelty, plain and simple. Families are being punished -- not for what they’ve 
done, but for where they were born and how little they earn,” said Neil Makhija, 
Chair of the Montgomery County Board of Commissioners. “In a couple of days, 
our neighbors face the grim reality of empty refrigerators and cold homes because 
Congress refuses to end this shutdown. While the federal government and the PA 
Senate play cynical political games that put our neighbors at risk, Montgomery 
County continues to step up. We will fight to keep our residents fed and treated with 
the dignity every human being deserves.” 
 
“In moments like these, our food pantries and anti-hunger advocates are the unsung 
heroes that always step up to the plate and get things done,” said Montgomery 
County Commissioner Jamila Winder. “They are our most faithful partners in 
serving the community. We will continue to work together and use all our available 
levers to ensure that our friends and neighbors don’t go hungry and suffer because 
of the selfish politics of Washington D.C.” 
 
"While federal representatives remain stalled over complex disagreements, 
Montgomery County will do all it can to ease the burden on affected residents," said 
Thomas DiBello, Montgomery County Commissioner. "We're fortunate to have a 
tremendous network of community partners who provide essential resources to 
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people and families throughout the County every day. What's needed most now is a 
quick resolution so that SNAP funding can get to those who need it most." 
 
As the nation’s largest anti-hunger program, SNAP provides nine meals for every one 
supplied by the charitable food system and delivers roughly $12,000,000 each month 
to Montgomery County households. 
 
Local food pantries and free meal providers are expected to face a sharp rise in 
demand beginning in early November if the shutdown continues.  
 
"The charitable food system has already been under immense strain, facing 
increasing demand and a decrease in food as a result of federal budget cuts and the 
lack of a state budget. We are worried about the ability to respond to this crisis," said 
Sam Applefield, the County’s Food Policy Program Coordinator. 
 
The MontCo Anti-Hunger Network (MAHN) is urging community members to 
support their local pantry with monetary donations or priority food items. You can 
locate your nearest food pantry or free meal provider by accessing MAHN’s 
Montgomery County Food Resource Guide.  
 
MAHN also welcomes donations to its Freedom from Hunger drive. 100% of 
contributions to Freedom from Hunger will go towards purchasing and delivering 
food to pantries across the county. 
 
“If SNAP isn’t reinstated, hunger in Montgomery County will deepen. Even so, our 
community’s capacity to make a transformative difference is extraordinary,” said 
MAHN Executive Director Shannon Isaacs. “Every dollar helps provide more meals, 
and every donated item strengthens our pantries for our neighbors.” 
 
If you are currently receiving SNAP benefits, please visit PA DHS for more 
information about the impact of the shutdown. You can also use MAHN’s Food 
Resource Guide to locate your nearest food pantry. 
 
About the MontCo Anti-Hunger Network (MAHN) 
 
The MontCo Anti-Hunger Network strengthens the food safety net system in 
Montgomery County by leading coordinated action among a network of 70+ food 
pantries and free meal providers. 
 
About the Montgomery County Food Policy Council 
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The Montgomery County Food Policy Council was established by the Board of 
Commissioners in March 2024. Its mission is to foster a fairer, more stable food 
system by increasing coordination among County offices and community partners, 
improving communication among food systems stakeholders, and identifying 
collective goals and developing ways to achieve them.  
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